Reviewed by Marvin Folsom
Even though this volume focuses mainly on the Bible, it can justifiably be included in a volume of reviews of books about the Book of Mormon because its discussion of Mormon attitudes toward scripture deals not only with the Bible but with the Book of Mormon as well.
As part of the Religion in America series (which includes volumes on Dutch religion, the Presbyterian controversy, Muslims in America, Colonial New England, and the Social Order in Albany), this straightforward treatment by an insider ("I am a practicing Mormon" with "a greater personal sympathy for liberal rather than for conservative religious expressions [on many issues]," p. xviii) gives information and insight both to outsiders and insiders on Monnon uses of the Bible and how they fit into the landscape of views of other American religionists.
Barlow 
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Some later leaders (especially Orson Pratt and Brigham Young) increasingly insisted not only on the primacy of living prophets but also on the importance of common sense and the truths revealed by science and human experience. but most Mormons have not been forced to think very deeply about theological diversity in the Bible because of their "private safety net" (as far as it is translated correctly) (p. 221). Barlow concludes that higher criticism changed the nature and tone of scriptural allegiance for some, but the Monnon relationship with the Bible remained on its distinctive foundation and millions of Latter-day Saints, like millions of other Christians, remain unfazed by historical biblical criticism (p. 223). According to Barlow, the most basic continuity is the perpetuation of the underlying tension between the fundamental Mormon acceptance of the Bible as the Word of God and the restrictions placed on biblical authority by the existence of living prophets, additional scriptures, and modem scholarship (p. 223). Many contemporary Saints are unaware of this tension; others attribute discrepancies to corruption in the biblical texts. and still others give broad leeway to the human element in both ancient and modern scripture (p. 223). Barlow feels that the specifics are not as important as the fact that God lives and is acting in human history to lift humankind to a better existence (p. 226).
Concerning the language of scripture. Barlow notes the change in status of the King James Bible from "common" to "official."
And, ironically, the King James Version has evolved from the connnon translation, inherited from antebellum Protestantism. into the official Mormon Bible-precisely as Jacobean language has grown increasingly obscure and as other Americans have gradually adopted more current versions. In his summary, Barlow reviews the various strands of attitudes:
Since the time of Joseph Smith, the Mormon use of scripture has combined a traditional faith in the Bible with more "conservative" elements (like a more than occasional extra dose of literalism), some liberal components (such as Joseph Smith's BushnelHike insistence on the limitations of human language), and, at least in an American context, some radical ingredients (an open canon, an oral scripture, the
